Eddie Gaedel

Pinch Hitter - St. Louis Browns
BORN: June 8, 1925 at Chicago, IlL.
BATS: Right THROWS: Left

Eddie made just one plate appearance last year, after

being secretly signed to a contract by Browns owner Bill

Veeck. At 3”7 he became the smallest major league

player in history, Facing Tigers pitcher Bob Cain in the

second game of a doubleheader, Gaedel walked on four
itches, and was replaced by a pinch runner.

/eeck had ordered Gaedel beforehand not to swing the
bat or even lift it off his shoulders. When Eddie hinted
that he might take a swing if he got a sweet pitch, Veeck
reportedly promised to bring a rifle
to the game and shoot him if he even fig
tried to swin%!

After getting his walk, Eddie re-
ceived a thunderous ovation from the
Browns fans, and stopped twice on
the way to first to bow to the crowd.
The next day, league President Will
Harridge angrily voided Gaedel’s
contract, saying he was making a
mockery of baseball. Veeck coun-
tered with a threat to request an
official ruling on whether shortstop
Pee Wee Reese is a short ballplayer
or a tall midget!
Although Eddie will not be appear-
-t ! ing as a player this season, Veeck has decided to keep
|

X him on the payroll in a promotional capacity. This
spring, seven midgets showed up for tryouts at Browns
spring training camp!
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